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Supplement ABET PEV 
training by providing 
information related to

ASCE 
reporting 
structure 

Best 
practices in 
completing 
PEV forms

Program 
specific 
criteria 

Review most 
commonly 

cited 
shortcomings

Purpose



How Does COAO Support Accreditation

◼ COA 
◼ Coordinate ASCE’s participation in ABET 

governance and ABET’s development of 
strategic accreditation priorities.

◼ In collaboration with the COAO, develop, 
update, and implement ASCE’s policies and 
procedures for participation in ABET 
accreditation.

◼ COAO

◼ Recruitment, training, evaluation, and  
assignment  of  program  evaluators  for  the  
accreditation  of  architectural,  civil,  and 
construction engineering programs and 
architectural engineering, civil engineering, and 
construction engineering technology programs; 
and 

◼ Commentary

◼ Training

COE
COA, CFD, DHCC

COA

COAO



COAO Supports the professional 

development of PEVs



◼ COAO provides a number of resources for PEVs online:

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-

abet

◼ Please visit this website and review:

◼ PEV Instructions

◼ Commentary on the current and past program criteria

◼ Webinar describing recent CE program changes

◼ Example Reports for EAC and ETAC programs

◼ Instructions for EAC PEVs making ETAC visits

ASCE PEV Resources

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet
https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet


EAC and ETAC PEV Instructions

Timeline for PEV activities

Guidance on pre-visit preparation

Documentation and completion of forms during visit

Post visit communication and submission of PEV report

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet


◼ ETAC accredits baccalaureate and associate programs.  These are 

distinctly different and should be assessed differently

◼ The most notable differences important to you on your upcoming visit 

are:

◼ Differences in Criteria and how they are interpreted

◼ Differences in forms used to complete the visit

◼ Differences in visit procedures

◼ For a detailed explanations in the differences and best practices, review 

the Guide for EAC PEVs Making ETAC visits document found at:

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet

Additional Tips for ETAC PEVs

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet


Best Practices



Example E331
Each box has a 

comment based 

on evidence



Example T351



Completely fill out the Comment portions 

of the form with information that will 

inform the reader as to why you made 

the Quality Rating that you did!

◼ This will: 

◼ help you to clarify your thinking

◼ assist your team chair as they work with the program after the visit

◼ aid the COAO in understanding your decision processes

EAC E341 and ETAC T351 Forms



ASCE E331 for 2024-2025 Cycle

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet


C3 and C5 Changes for the 

2019-2020 Cycle and Beyond



Important Information about SOs

SO1: Complex problems: programs need to 
demonstrate ability to solve; complexity 
defined

SO2: Engineering Design: list of factors that 
must be CONSIDERED-even if one or more 
factors do not influence design

SO3: Communication: each program must 
determine “range of audiences”



Important Information about SOs

SO4: Responsibilities: judgements must consider impacts 
in ALL: global, economic, environmental and social 

SO5: Teams: inclusiveness must be defined and project 
(task management) demonstrated

SO6: Experimentation: no requirement to design 
experiments but must show use of judgement in drawing 
conclusions

SO7: New Knowledge: broad; such as identifying needed 
information, reviewing literature & information, using 
appropriate sources, applying information



◼ Computer science: engineering topic NOT basic science***

◼ Basic science: now adds “other natural sciences including life, earth 
and space sciences”

◼ College-level math: pre-calculus and remedial math are not 
considered “college-level”

◼ Complex engineering problems: examples of characteristics of 
complexity listed in definition (at least 1)

◼ Engineering design: includes, realistic constraints, use of codes and 
standards, consideration of risk

◼ Team: requires diversity of skills, backgrounds or perspectives

*** Applies to Criterion 5a. See Commentry for definition of Computer 
Science for satisfying CEPC.

Important EAC Definition Information



Most Common Shortcomings



Most Common Shortcomings-Criterion 2

For EAC, the program’s PEOs are stated as 
outcomes

For both EAC and ETAC, the process for 
establishing and confirming PEOs do not involve 
constituencies identified in the self-study



Most Common Shortcomings-Criterion 3

For ETAC, some elements of the specified 
learned capabilities are not found in the 
program’s published student outcomes

For EAC, some of the specified outcomes are 
not found in the program’s published student 
outcomes



Avoid Reading Too Much Into the 

Criteria

Criterion 3 only requires that you can identify all of 
the required elements in the published criteria. 
There is no requirement for assessment of the 
outcomes for compliance with Criterion 3.

Criterion 4 requires assessment for the programs 
own published Student Outcomes, not explicitly the 
elements of Criterion 3.



Most Common Shortcomings-Criterion 4

• (grade based, not a representative 
sample, tools that don’t provide useful 
information, no direct measures, co-
mingled data, etc…)

Ineffective 
assessment 

data 

• The data are not evaluated

• Data-based decisions concerning 
program improvement are not made

• implemented changes are not 
evaluated for effectiveness

The program 
does not 
“close the 

loop” 



Most Common Shortcomings-Criterion 5

• Counting an engineering science 
as basic science, counting math 
classes that do not require Cal I as 
a prerequisite, counting computer 
language course.

Lack of 
necessary 
basic math 
and science

• Lack of constraints and/or codes 
and   standards.  Project is 
analysis or research intensive. 
Does not meet the definition of 
Design.

Culminating 
Design



Most Common Shortcomings-APPM

• Now required to cite what 
program criteria the 
program is accredited 
under.

Improper 
Accreditation 
information

• Classroom and lab 
environments.  

Safety



Most Common Shortcomings-Program 

Criteria

• One or more elements of the 
required curricular coverage is not 
met or is weakly addressed

Curriculum

• Faculty teaching design are not 
qualified by virtue of licensure, or by 
education + design experience

• The program is critically dependent 
on one individual***

Faculty

***This element is no longer a part of the program criteria, see Criterion 6 



https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet

Program Criteria are provided on the 
ABET Website Under Accreditation

Commentary on the ASCE website is 
helpful for understanding and interpreting 
a Program’s actions with respect to the 
criteria https://www.asce.org/career-
growth/educators/accreditation-and-
abet

Program Criteria

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet
https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet
https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet


CE Program Criteria (CEPC)
Effective for 2024-25 Review Cycle

1)   Curriculum
       The curriculum must include:

       a) Application of:

  i) mathematics through differential equations, probability and statistics, calculus-based

                     physics, chemistry, and either computer science, data science or an additional area of         

     basic science

 ii) engineering mechanics, materials science, and numerical methods relevant to civil 

engineering

 iii) principles of sustainability, risk, resilience, diversity, equity, and inclusion to civil        

engineering problems

 iv) the engineering design process in at least two civil engineering contexts

  v) an engineering code of ethics to ethical dilemmas

      b) Solution of complex engineering problems in at least four specialty areas appropriate to 

  civil engineering

      c) Conduct of experiments in at least two civil engineering contexts and reporting of results

      d) Explanation of:

   i) concepts and principles in project management and engineering economics

  ii) professional attitudes and responsibilities of a civil engineer, including licensure and      

safety.

CHANGES IN WORDING OR REQUIREMENTS FROM PREVIOUS 

PROGRAM CRITERIA ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN GOLD
26



ASCE E331 for 2024-2025 Cycle

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet


2)   Faculty
The program must demonstrate that faculty teaching courses that are 

primarily design in content are qualified to teach the subject matter by virtue 

of professional licensure, or by education and design experience.

CE Program Crieria (CEPC)
Effective for 2024-25 review cycle

28



Commentary for civil and 
construction engineering 
program criteria and all 
things ABET can be 
downloaded from ASCE’s 
website

2

9https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet

29

https://www.asce.org/career-growth/educators/accreditation-and-abet


The Visit



Developing the Exit Statement

First sentence of introduction must begin with the official name of the program

Describe the program as factually as possible.  Include program’s administrative 
location within the institution.

Information may be obtained from the materials provided, from the previous 
review, or from the program’s website.  Be sure to check the currency of the 
information with the program chair.

At a minimum, give:

The current number of students enrolled

The current number of faculty members

The number of graduates in the academic year prior to 
the visit

For a new program include the formal start date, and year of its initial graduates.  

See E402 and E403 in PEV Workbook



Each shortcoming should have three components: 

• Applicable part of the criterion, using the exact 
language from the Criteria or APPM where possible. 
Each shortcoming should start with the phrase “This 
criterion requires that a program ……..” 

• Observed facts that are inconsistent or potentially 
inconsistent with the stated criterion or APPM 
element

• Negative impact on the program of the 
inconsistencies or potential inconsistencies 

Be Mindful of the 3 Part Construct



◼ Submit your work according the timeline and checklist found in the 

instructions.

◼ Submit your final documents to Dion Coward at:

  bit.ly/ascesubmitpevreport

within 3 weeks of the visit.

Read ASCE PEV Instructions



ASCE Reporting Requirements

◼For EAC Visits
◼ E331 Workbook, which 

includes:

◼ Curriculum Analysis

◼ Transcript Analysis

◼ Interview List

◼ Shortcoming Tracking

◼ PAF from AMS (Include 

Recommended 

Accreditation Action)

◼For ETAC Visits
◼ The T351 Report Form, which 

includes:
◼ General Information Sheet, 

Criteria Evaluation, 
Transcript Analysis

◼ Program Review 
Worksheet

◼ Signed PEV Program 
Summary Form with 
Recommended Accreditation 
Action (Last page of the T351)

◼ PAF from AMS, Including the 
program introduction section in 
accordance with the T422.



COAO Evaluation of ASCE PEVs

Input
PEV Report Submissions

PEV Performance Evaluations (360 
Reviews)

EAC Executive Committee

Decisions
Approved for future visits

Visit with Visit Team Chair and Resolve 
Problems

Assign Training

Remove from ASCE Active List

Basis for Team Chair & Commissioner 
nomination

Service on COAO or COA



EAC PEV Review





Interview List E331

AMS



PEV Worksheet



In Closing



Be Open Minded

Be open to innovative ways of meeting the 
criteria

Programs don’t have to do things the way that 
you would

You may not want to adopt their practices, but 
if they satisfy the criteria, then they are okay



◼ Please be sure to complete your 
training in Brightspace 

◼ Pre-visit PEV training

◼ Virtual Review training

◼ Don’t forget your Team Chair is a 
resource and they want to see you be 
successful!

◼ Don’t forget:

◼ to submit your travel waiver 
(slennon@abet.org) and book travel 
early.

◼ Get your expense report into Concur

◼ Submit your report to Dion via Cognito 
forms within three weeks after your 
visit.

Reminders

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

bit.ly/ascesubmitpevreport

mailto:slennon@abet.org
https://ell.stackexchange.com/questions/105654/what-is-a-finger-tied-with-a-knot-or-bow-called
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fascesubmitpevreport&data=05%7C02%7Cndennis%40uark.edu%7C3b26efc785b946de2f3308dcb7025528%7C79c742c4e61c4fa5be89a3cb566a80d1%7C0%7C0%7C638586467850775186%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y7iO%2FcqNkTJV%2Ft5Cm%2B6R72rnnzK%2FwLiTaLYFzfxZ878%3D&reserved=0


COAO Representatives to Help You

◼ Incoming Chair COAO

◼ Norman Dennis

◼ ndennis@uark.edu

◼ Dion Coward-Senior Manager 

Educational Activities, ASCE

◼ dcoward@asce.org



Questions?
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